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TRIBUTE TO DANNIE STEPHENS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dannie
Stephens of Creston, lowa, for his induction
into the Creston High School Hall of Fame.

Dannie attended Creston High School in the
late 1960s and was a varsity letterman, quali-
fying for the state wrestling tournament in
1968. Dannie began his teaching career in
1974, and in 1980 he returned to Creston to
teach and coach wrestling. Dannie has had a
lasting impact on his students both in the
classroom and in the gym, challenging and
encouraging students to do their best and
dream big. He is recognized throughout the
community as a teacher who was, and con-
tinues to be, committed to making a difference
in each of his students’ lives.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
Dannie in the United States Congress and to
have the opportunity to recognize him today. |
ask that all of my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Dannie for his achievements
and in wishing him nothing but continued suc-
cess.

———

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUS-
ING AUTHORITY ON ITS 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Fairfax County Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority (FCRHA) on the
occasion of its 50th anniversary.

Since 1966 the FCRHA has served the resi-
dents of Fairfax County by working to ensure
that affordable housing is available to all who
qualify. While this is admittedly a tall order and
has only become more difficult over time, the
FCRHA and the County’s Department of
Housing and Community Development have
worked tirelessly to accomplish this laudable
goal. In addition to their efforts to preserve
and increase availability of affordable and
workforce housing, the FCRHA and the HCD
also oversee the community revitalization
plans adopted by Fairfax County.

As a former member and Chairman of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, | can at-
test firsthand to the importance of the work
carried out by both of these organizations.
During my time as Chairman of the Board, |
was proud to work with the FCRHA to pre-
serve over 1,000 affordable housing units in
Fairfax County. Despite the economic pros-
perity we have experienced in Fairfax, we can-

not allow this to obscure the very real fact that
there are thousands in our community who still
struggle to put a roof over their heads. Fortu-
nately, that same prosperity has enabled the
County to help ensure that all of its residents
have access to safe and affordable housing.

Since its founding, the FCRHA has grown
from owning less than 250 affordable housing
units in 1972 to over 3,000 units in 2016. In
addition, FCRHA administers more than 3,500
Housing Choice Vouchers, serving nearly
20,000 Fairfax County residents and has pro-
vided in excess of $500 million in bonds for
both for-profit and non-profit housing devel-
opers.

Its efforts have not gone unnoticed. In 2012,
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment designated the FCRHA as a “Moving-
to-Work” agency in recognition of its efforts in
the field of affordable housing. This is due in
no small part to the leadership of its Chair-
man, Robert “Bob” Schwaninger. | commend
him for that leadership and congratulate him
on the success of FCRHA.

Mr. Speaker, Fairfax County remains one of
the best places in the country in which to live,
work and raise a family. It has retained that
distinction due in large part to the high quality
of life enjoyed by all of its residents. What has
always struck me about this community, and
what | have always considered a key metric of
civic health, is the degree to which this com-
munity gives back to those who are less fortu-
nate. The commitment and effort to end home-
lessness and provide affordable and workforce
housing options is just one examples of the
generous spirit of Fairfax County, its employ-
ees, volunteers, and residents.

| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
the FCRHA for its important work, in congratu-
lating it on its 50th anniversary, and in wishing
the organization great success in all future en-
deavors.

————
RECOGNIZING FAMILIES AF-
FECTED BY THE NATIONAL

OPIOID EPIDEMIC
HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
include in the RECORD today the personal sto-
ries of families from across the country that
have been affected by the opioid and heroin
epidemic. In the U.S. we lose 129 lives per
day to opioid and heroin overdose. In my
home state of New Hampshire | have learned
so many heartbreaking stories of great people
and families who have suffered from the ef-
fects of substance use disorder.

Earlier this year, my colleagues and | were
joined by many of these courageous families
who came to Washington to share their stories
with Members of Congress and push for ac-
tion that will prevent overdoses and save lives.
Since then, we passed both the Comprehen-

sive Addiction and Recovery Act and the 21st
Century Cures Act to provide much needed
funding and critical policy changes to fight this
epidemic.

The advocacy of these families truly is so
important to leading to change in Washington
and | am proud to preserve their stories.
JAMES R. MASCIANTONIO, JR.—INDIAN SHORES,

FLORIDA

James R. Masciantonio, Jr. (Jim) was born
November 27, 1984. He was beautiful inside
and out and a true gentleman. Jim was kind,
loving, intelligent, and could always make
me laugh with his witty sense of humor and
contagious laughter.

Jim was first put in ice skates at the age
of three, and he went on to play ice hockey
all through high school. Jim excelled at ev-
erything he tried. He had an unbelievable
ability to totally recall life events, movie
quotes, and sport statistics—he was a walk-
ing encyclopedia. Jim also had a true gift of
writing narratives and an imagination to
write creatively. He was later given the op-
portunity to conduct interviews for the
cagejunkies.com, which reports on MMA and
UFC News; this job was a true highlight in
Jim’s life.

Unfortunately, Jim had the dreadful dis-
ease of addiction, coupled with bipolar dis-
order. Jim first started using marijuana at
the age of 11 and graduated to heroin by 17.
He finally found recovery in 2009, at the age
of 26, and was dedicated to the program.
Soon after, Jim fell in love and fathered a
child in May of 2010. He was a proud, dedi-
cated, wonderful, and loving father—filled
with goals and dreams for his son.

In February 2011, Jim needed to have sur-
gery. In the following months, Jim’s recov-
ery slowly became no longer a priority, due
to dealing with stresses caused by pain from
his surgery, demands of work, and family
life. By December 2011, his girlfriend re-
quested for him to leave their home—sepa-
rating Jim from his son. From that day Jim
was heartbroken, defeated, and lost, as he
struggled to get back on the path to recov-
ery. There were countless hurdles and obsta-
cles he had to overcome and, like the warrior
he was, he tried his hardest.

The system failed Jim repeatedly. From
the time he was 18, Jim was in over 35 treat-
ment centers. The Florida County Drug
Court, created to give my son an opportunity
for recovery, ended up making his life worse.
On February 24, 2015, Jim suffered his first
overdose on heroin. The paramedics worked
on him for an hour, finally taking him to a
Florida hospital that allowed him to leave
against medical advice (AMA) after an hour
of being there. His family was never con-
tacted or told about this incident. Three
days later, on February 27th, Jim was found
alone in a motel after injecting heroin but
this time the heroin was laced with fentanyl.

Jim was clean and sober for six months
prior to these incidents.

MILES ANTHONY MCENTEE—AUSTIN, TEXAS

Miles was everything a parent could ask
for in a son. He was sensitive and caring. He
loved animals and they loved him. He en-
joyed music and fishing; particularly ice
fishing with his dad and stepmom. He was a
passionate skateboarder and was very good
at it. Miles was close to his cousins and
younger sister, Taylor.
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